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In the laſt Days perillots Times foall come: For Men foball be Proud, 


Blaſphemers, Falſe Accuſers; Fierce, Deſpiſers of thoſe that are 
Good; Iraitors, Heady, High-Minded, &c. 


Evil Men and Seducer: all wax worſe and worſe, Deceiving, and 
being Deceived, 2 Tim. 3. 1. 2, 3, 4, 13. 

And they ſent forth Spies, who ſhould Feign themſelves juſt Men, 
that they might lay old of his Words, Luke 10. 20. | 
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Biſhop of Salibury at St. Paul's, 
December 31ſt, 1706. 


HERE is a Mercy that is Cruel, not only to 


i the reſt of Mankind, but even to thoſe who are 
. M. the Objedfts of it; and a Faf Severity may be a 
Bleſing, not only to the reſt of the World, but even to 


thoſe on whom it falls heavieſt: It may bring them to 
ſuch Reflections on themſelves, at 
of that Mercy which they do ſo much need; it may put 
' them out of a Capacity of encreaſing their Guilt, or of 
enbaunſiug their Punifoment, which muſt come on | them 


may render them capable 


beartily ſomewhere, Here, or Hereafter. * 
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ROMANS XIII. x. C. ultimo. 


For there is no Power but of God: The Powers that be, 
are Ordain'd of God. 


N which Words the Apoſtle aſſerts, as plainly as Words can expreſs it, 
That the Original of all Power, whether Civil or Eccleſiaſtical, is from 
God, and frem God only, Our Modern Polititians and Atheiſts, who 
never bring God into their Diſcourſes but to Blaſpheme Him; nor God's 
Church into their Arguments, but to Ruin ir, aſl rt in direct Oppoſition 

to the Apoſtle; Thar the Original of all Power is from the Perple;, upon this 
Doctrine are Founded Sedirjons, lnſurrections, Rebellions, Treaſons: And 
on this, particularly, was founded the B.rbarous Murder ot One of the Beſt 
of Princes, and of Men, which We, ths Day, by the Command of Authority 
juſtly Deplore- Whether it be more reaſonable to give Credit to an InſÞir 4 
Apoſtle, or to every Atheiſtical Pamphleteer, let any ſober Chriſtian Judge. 
if we enquire into th- Characters of the Promoters, and D&tenders of this 
Notion: That the Original of a'l Power is in the People : We ſhall find, that 
they are generally Men ot no Religion, no Principles, no Honour, no Honeſty 


Such Church-Men as have maintain'd it, have been the great Trumpeters of 


Rebellion, and capital Inccndiaries in the Nations where — Live: Ambitious 
Popularity and Preferment, Proſtituting their very Souls to Hell, if, at that 
Price, they may but raiſe themſelves to the Power o! doing Miſchief to the 
Church on Earth. They poiſon the Souls of their Hearers as deſperately with 
their Falſe Doctrines and Scandalous Practices, as the worſt fort of Quacks 
do the Bodies of their Pati: nts, They aim rather at the Glory of Heroffratas 
than of So/omon ; and broach Notions only fit to blow up the Multi:ude into 
Rebellion, that they may have the better Opportunity to warm their own 
Fingers at the Fire. They Laugh at that Religion which they Preach, and 
look upon the whole Doctrine of che Goſpel as a pretty Fable; by Diſcour- 
fing on which they may get a Competent Lively-hood ; and as for their fu- 
ture Account, they ſeldom think of it | 
Take theſe Men from among the Laiety, and you'll find them commonly 
Perſons of the Lewdeft, and moft Profligate Lives in the World, Schiſmaticks, 
Hereticks, Papiſts, Fornicaters, Adulterers, Rebels, R-negadoes to the Reli- 
gion they were brought up in, and that, not by Virtue of any Convict ons 
they have had, but upon a very Prudent and Chriftian R-ſolution. To be 
always of the Prince's Religion, while He firs ſure, and has all 'refermenty 
in his own Hands : And to be of the Religion of the Peoble, b- it what it will 
when they, wo Management of Crafty Rebels, ſeem likely to preyai 
againſt their Sovereigns: Like the Camelian they take their Colour trom the 
neareſt Object, Ridiculin- all Religion as only a Politick Invention to ke 
Fools in Awe. Bur talking mightily of Religion and Conſciences too, when 
they heartily wiſh there were no ſuch things in the World. In ſhort, they 
are the .Scum and Off-ſcouring ot the World; the perpetnal Plazues of the 
Places they Live in; the irreconcilable Ent mies of Piety and Peace; never 
more dangerous, than when they have God and Religion in their Moutiis z ne- 
ver more Ireacherous or Maliciuus Adveriaries to Government, chan when 
they Flatter their Superiors in ulſome Terms; and pretend to tecure cheir 
Honour, by depriving them ot their Divire and Birch's-Right and make them 
the Creatures of 
underftand nothing ot an Argument, wiv are not able to diſtinguiſh between 
the groſſeſt Sophiſtry, and the cleareſt Demo it: ation, betweea true Uniform 
Religion, and palpabie Baſeneis aud 2 ſome ew ſuch may iome- 
mpudent Scribble, But thoſe 
ba. 4 Favour far, ſball be oy from their Snares. * 
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Bit the Apoſtle fa e, There is n» Power but of God The Powers that be, are 
Ordain'd of God. Tho aſſertion is an Infall'bſe Truth. and every way Conſo- 
nant to Reaſon There is no Power hut :f the People: The Powers that be, are 
Ordain'd by the People; ſay onr Atheiſtical Bouteſeus; i. e. There were Sub- 
ect. before there were any Princes; Scholars, before Teachers; Servants, 
tefrre Maſters; Children, before Parents; an Conveits before there were 
any Preachers : And theſe are the profound Diſcoveries of our Modern Ora- 
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all Power in the People, could they get their Principle received, would ſoon 
ſtrike as boldly at the God of Heaven, as they do now at the Gods on Earth 
and would bring Matters to that paſs, that God ſhould not be God, unleſs 44 
be ſuch as theſe Men would have Him. As Tertullian of Old. ob erv'd, con erning 
the Management of the Heathen, & the wild Notions wich they had of their 
Deities. And of this Deſign they have already given us a very conſiderable 
Specimen, as if they were the Lineal Deſcendants of the Old (yants, heaping 
huge Mountains of Impious Aſſertions upon on another, that they way, at 
aſt, reach Heaven it ſelf; and lnſult the Almighty on His Eternal Throne. 
But that we may underftand the Solidity and Piety of this Admirab'e No- 
tion the better, ler us examine it by th Word of God, by the Doctrine and 
Devotions of our Church, and by rhe Laws of this Kingdom. 
We'll examine it by the Werd of God, that which we call his Written 
Word, or the Holy Scriptures, and that a little more carefully than theſe won- 
derful Men ſ\.em to have done. And here. as for General ert ions, God 
tells us, that it is the moſt High who Rul:th in the Kingdom of Men, a 
* Liveth it to wlomſoever he will, Dan. 4. 17. And again; he foriids the Wicked 
7e ſet up their Horns ow High, or to ſ'eak with a Stiff Neck. And why? Be- 
cauſe Promotion cometh neither from the Eaſt, nor from the Weſt. nor yet from 
the South; for God « the Fudge, he putteth down one, and ſetteth up another, 
Pfal. 75. 5 6, 7. Again, God hath ſpoken, once and twice have I heard the ſame, 
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| that Power belongeth unto God. Plal. 62 11. Whence we are taught to En- 


orce our Petitions to Almighty God in the Lords-Prayer, with thoſe Conſi- 
derations; Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory, for ever and 


| ever. And God declares of himſelf. By me Kings Keign, and Princes Decree 


Juſtice; by me Princes Rule, and Nobles, even all the Fudges of the Earth, 

ence it is, That when Samuel, in the Name of God, Expaſtulates with 
Saul for his Di:obedience in ſparing Agag, King of the Amalekites, and the 
beſt of their Oxen and their Sheep, which God had Commanded him to 
Deftroy, he tells him, When thou waſt little in thine own Sight, waſt thow 
wot made the Head of the Tribes 4 Iſrael ? And the Lord Anointed thee Ki 
over Iſrael ; becauſe tho haſt rejected the Word of the Lord, therefore he al 
hath rejefted thee from being King. So Nathan reproaches David, when he 
had baſely Murdered Uriah bv the Sword of he Ammonites; Thus ſaith the 
Lord Ged ef lirael, I Anointed thee King over iſrael, and I gave thee thy Ma- 


rael end of ju ah, 2 Sam. 12. 7, 8. So Abijah t. Ils Feroboam, Thus ſai 


Prince over my People Iſracl, and Rent the K 1 from the Houſe of David, 
and gave it unte thee, 1 Kings 14. 7, 8. Fehw, the Prophet, ſpeaks to che ſame 
purpoſe to Baaſha, King of Iſrael; I Exalted thee out of the Duſt, and made 


cerning his Pred: ceffor, The moſs High God gave Nebuchadnezzar, thy Father 


he gave him, all wh. Nations, and Languages, Trembled and Fea 
him; num he would he ſlew, and whom he would he kept alive; whom 
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cles of Reaſon, I doubt not but that thoſe, who place the Original Source of 


er*s Houſe, and thy Mafter*s Wives into thy ny end gave thee the Houſe of 
the Lord God of Iſrael, I Exalted thee from among the People, and made thee 


er Prince over my People [{racl, 1 Kings 16. 2. Daniel tells Belſhazzar con- 


« Kingdom, and Majeſty, and Glory, and Honour; and for the Maje . ps 
be 


would he ſet uy, and whom he would he put down, Dan. 5. 18. After all which 
our dax iour. who certainly knew beſt from whence all Power was deriv'd, 
when Pilate laid to him, Knoweſ# thew wt that I have Power to Crucifie thee, 
and that I have Power to Releaſe thee? Anſwers him, Thow cen laſt P Lg 
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Pov er againſt me. if it were not given thee from aboye, John 19. 10 And yet. 
Pi late was but one of the Emperor Tiberins's Subſtitares in the Government 
of F«dea : Ari fter his Refurre&@ on, our Lord tell his Ditciples, A! Power 
is given te me both in Heaven and in Errth, Mir. 23 18. Yer, certzicly, all 
that ower wis not coMferr?. | on him by the People. þ 
Now, f om 311 this 1 Asu, I, all Power belongs to God only; it he raiſes 
to Kin doms, an! pulls down; gives and takes awiy whit Power ani Au- 
thoritv, nd o whom he eaſes, If Saul, David, Solomon, Feroboam, Baaſba, 
N-buchadnezzar, and all Sovereign Princes: if Pi/are, and all lnteriour Go- 
vernours: it the Crucify'd Jeſus, who was King of Kings, and Lord of Lords; 
if all theſe deriv'd their Lower from God, and from him only, as the ſole 
Fountain end Original of all Powers, then no power at all can be Originated. 
rom the people, and every attempt of theirs to that purpot*, if it were feaſi- 
le, would be an Vſurp»tion : But the Firſt is True, and therefore the 14ſt. 
The Premiſ-s are the Word of God in Scripture, and the Concluſion from 
thoſe Premites is inctragable. 
If we enquire into the firſt kinds of Government in the World, we can fint 
none bur that of Fathers and of Kinzs; the whole Book of God gives us no 
Inſtance of any other. God himſelf aſſumes bath thoſe CharaRers, and boch 
the Powers met at firſt in the ſame Perſons. The beſt Heathen Writers agree 
in the Antiquity of Kinzly Government; ſo Cicero tells 
us, That «ll the moſt Antient Nations were Govern'd by Omnes antiqua Gen- 
Kings, Sælæſt; that Monarchy, or that of Kings, was tes Regibu; ↄprimum 
he ds of the Firſt Government in the Wwld. In the patuere, De Leg. 
beginning, ſays Juſtine, the Government of all People Regium in terris pri- 
end Nations was only in Kings. And as Monarchy was mum lmperij Nomen 
he neareft Reſemblance of the Government of all fuir, Sal. Conj. Cat. 
hings by God himſelf, ſo it was a peculiar Bleffing Prineipio rerum Gen- 
hich God promis'd to beſtow upon his own People tium Nationumg ; 
Iſrael. Hence Balaam m kes it an Evidence of Gads Imperium penes Re- 
Love to them; He hath ef t beheld Iniquity in Jacob, ges erat. Hift. 1. i. 
ays he, neither hath be ſeen Perverſeneſs in \ſrae! ; . 
ord hu God i with him, and the Shout of a King is among them, Numb. 24. 
1. And God who had made Moſes King in Feſburun, and Aaron Moſes s Pro- 
pher, and his own High-Prieft, without ever Conſulting them, did fo to ſhow 
hat a/l Power Eccleſtaſtical and Civil was only in himſelf; and that, tho? in 
e beſt Conſtituted Earthly Government, thoſe Powers ought to be in dif- 
rent Hands, yet they ougtit always to go together, As Got fortiaw that 
hen Iſrael were at Reft in Canaan, they would defire a King, that they 
ight be like the Neighbourins Nations, lo he neither forbids nor dif- 
_ them; but he directs them how they might obtam their deſire, and 
ie King how he ſhould behave himſelf in the Management of that Autho- 
ity inveſted in him, 

Now here we cannot but obſerve, that God does not tell them. that in ſuch 
Caſe, They were the Original of all Power themſelves, that their King would 
only their Truſtee, and that thy might confer the Kha Power wpon an 
lan when they pleas'd 3 bur, on the contrary, he tells them, When thou ſhalt 
, 1 will make a King over me, thou ſhalt in any _—_ him King over thee 

aut. 17, 14, 15. Not whom thou thy ſelf ſhalt chuſe, but whom the Lor 
Y God ſhall chuſe. And the People were ſo Senſible that they could not 
de any ſuch Power to any Man as was neceſſary ta make him a real King, 
ar, when they had a mind to One they never pretended to chuſe or make 
e themſelves, but they apply the elves to Samuel, wha tili then had 
n their Gov-rcour by God's qwun Appoiatment z and thus they Addreſs 
mſclve. 0 him, Behold thou art old, and tig Sons walk net in thy ways z 
male us a King to Fudge us like all the Nations, 1 Sam. 8. 5. © Which 
ry paſſage ce-firms tiioſe Aſſertions of the Heathen Writers mertioned be- 
e: Samuel receives their N t Conſults chem no faril. er in the 
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lays that Requeſt before the Lord, who Commands him to farisfie their De- 
fires; and then God promiſes to Samuel, thit he himſelf would ſend that 
Perſon to him, whom he ſhould anoint to be Captain over his people. And ac- 


cordin 3 Saul came at the time appointed, The Lord ſaid unto Samuel, 
t 


Behold the Man of whom 1 ſpake to thee, thi ſame ſhall Reign over my people, 
1 Sam. 9 16, 4 Upon this Samuel anoin s Saul, and — him AER 
Kiſs of Fealty himſelt, the P: ople knowing nothing of all this; and Samuel 
ſays to Saul, Is it not becauſe the Lord hath anointed thee to be Captain over 
bs Inb-ritance, 1 Sam. 10. 1. God then g ves Saul the Spirit of Govern+ 
ment, that he mi ht be capable of that great Office, a Larg-fle which he could 
ſcarce have receiv'd f om the Bounty of the Peoplo. And now can any Man 


be ſo Silly, as to think, that if the Capriciows Multitude ſhoul | have declar'd } 


a2ainft Sel, God would have comply'd with their Diſcontented Humours ? 
The Cnoice, on the Solemn Day appointed for that purpoſe, is not referr'd 
to the People, that he wh had the moſt Votes ſhould carry it, but it's 
referr'd to the Lot. Now, as Solomon teach eth us, The Lot is Caſt into the Lap, 
but the diſpoſal 5f it is from the Lord, Prov. 16. 33. Therefore to refer the 
matter to the Lot, was to refer it to the Lord, and not to the People: But to 
ſhow how entirely unconcern'd the Multitude were in this whole Tranſa- 
Etior, God, who can do no wrong, and would never Rob the People of their 
juſt Rights and Liberties, was Angry with Saul for the Breach of that Order 
given him by Samuel; and Samuel, in the Name of God, tells him, Thon haft 
done 5% thou haſt not kept the Commandment of the Lord thy God, for 
now would the Lord have Eſftabliſh'd thy Kingdom over Iſrael for ever, 1 Sam. 
13. 19, 20, 21. They were not the People who could have done it. But 
now, 12 
ver ſo fond of him) The Lord hath ſought him a Man after buy own Heart, 
and the Lord hath Commanded him to be Captain over his People, becauſe thou 
baſt not done what the Lerd Commanded thee, v. 15, 16. 
ell, this Man after God's own Heart was David, the Son of Jeſſe; Samuel 
bad told Saul befor, Thou haſt rejected the Word of the Lord, and the Lord, 
not the Veople, hath rejected thee from being King over Iſrael; and when Saul, 
ying hold on Sæmuęl's Mantle, Rent it, Samuel told him, The Lord, not the 
eople, hath Rent the Kingdom of Iſrael from thee this Day; and he, not the 
People, hath give: it ts 4 Neighbour of thine, who is better than thow, Sam. 
IF. 27, 28. Bur did God leave the People more at Liberty in che Caſe off 
David? in Saul indeed, He gave them a King in hi: Wrath, and took hin 
#Way in his Diſyleaſure. But did he not let the Iſraclites pleaſe themſelves 
In the choice of the next Man? No, Samuel is ſent to Anoint David too, when 
the People never thought of it. After this, God, by ſeveral Steps, bring 
him to the Throne at laſt, 1 Sam. 16. 12. 13 The Tribe of Fudah, indeed, 
after San Death, met him at Hebron firſt, and there Anointed him thei! 
King, 2 Sam. 2. 4. Aiter the Death of Iſhboſheth, Saul's Son, All the Tribe 
of lirael came up to Hebron, and there they Anointed him King over all lirael; 
ay, and there David made a Covenant with them too before the Lord. And, 
it may be, our Great Polititians, who found out the Horeb contract, may cal 
this the Original contract, but that unhappily for them: We hear of w 
ſuch contract made with Judah, nor one Word of any ſuch thing when |! 
was Anointed by Samuel; nor de the People. plead that they had ma-. 
Choice of him ot their own Accord, and that they might have Choſen an 
ther if they had ple asd; bur they tell David, In time paſt. when Saul » 
King over us, then thew waſt he who Ledde ſt out, and Brougbteſt in Iſrael; am 
the Lord ſaid to thee, thou ſhalt Feed my People Iſrael, and thou ſhalt be 
tain over Iſracl, 2 Sam. 5. 1, 2, 3. Hewes when Michol, Sau/*s Daughtd 
Reproach'd David for Dancing as he did before the Ark, David replies upd 
her, It was before the Lord, that Lord who choſe me before thy Father, and 
fore ail hus Houſe, to point me Ruler over the people of the Lord, — on 
: C > : [at 


matter. He Commands them Every one to their own Cities, v. 22. and then he 


ys he, thy Kingdom ſhall not continue (tho' the People ſhould be ne- 
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Iſrael, 2 Sam. 6. 2r. Therefore the bſalmiſt Commemor2tes not the Peo- 
at ples, bur God's favour for He choſe David his Servant, and took him from the 
Sheepfold, from following the EWS Great with Young, aud brought him to Feel 
el. MW Jacob h people, and I'rael bis Inheritance So he Fed them ac.ording to the 
le, Integrity of his Heart, and Kuled them fithfully with all his Power, Pfal. 78. 


1, 72, 73. 
" "Bur David Defil'd Bath/heba, and Murder'd Uriah: He gave Credit to 


— 


on Flatterine Treacherous Liba, and did a great deal of wrong to innocent Nie- 
n. Rf ibo/ſheth - David Numbred the People in an Irregular and Unjuftifable 
14 manner, for which his poor Subj-Qs ſuffered ſeverely. David Commanded 
an Mſcveral Exceutions withour any Law, but his Own Arbirrary Will and Plea- 


rd MWure: And yer the People were ſo dull, as never to Call him to an Account 
for any of theſe things; they never Charge Him with Arbritrarineſs or 
rd 7 1ronmny ; they never complain, that He had broken the Original contract; 
..» Wand, therefore, had /of? all Pretences to the Peoples Allegiance. Rebels He 
p had, indeed, and thoſe Headed by his own Son, and they were ſuch as pre- 
4 » Wrended, that Abſolom was like to be a Better Governor than David: And 

Abſolem was really the Choice of the People, and a wonderful Inſtance of 
fa. their Great Piety, Loyalty, and Diſcretion. But David was ſo far from 
thinking himſelf accountable ro the Sovereign People for any thing he had 


Jer done, that, under the Guilt of the greateſt Crime he had ever Committed, 
aft ho? all his Subjects were injur'd in the Barbarous Ulage of Uriah, yet he 
for Perxer yielded ro them, but to God, as accountable to nne but Him: He con- 
zm. eſſes, Again ſt Thee, Thee only have 1 Sinned, and done this Evil in thy Sight, 


And, while Kings, be they never ſo Great, fear God, as their Judge, th.y may 

ell be excuſed trom the Madneſs of the people. 

Again, David, drawing near his End, is ſo far from Repenting, that He 

bog Dad taken up the Government of 1frael, without the Choice of the 1 
hat he neither Conſults them, nor the ordinary Cauſe ot Law as to the De- 

cent of Inherirances. But he paſſes by his own Elder Sens, tho' it may be 


— he Darling of the People, and by his own ole Authority, makes Soſamon, 
you, dne of his Ponger Sons, His Heir and Succeſſor in the Kingdom: And we 
che nc find any Commotion among the People on this Occation, as if they 
-che ad been 52 of their Nrtural or Legal Rights. The Ten Tribes were 
$211. ngry with dah , becguſe their Advice was not taken in bringing Home their 


(ing, after the Rebellion of Abſo/om was quaſh'd : But we don't find that 


eY ny of them were Angry with David, becau e he did not take their Advice 
lvl tercling the Succeſſion. And S:lomon, who, perhaps, was as Wiſe a M, 


nd as Great a Maſter of Reaſon, as any ot our Modern pretenders, when 


chen 1donijah had incurr'd his Diſpleaſure, by a:king Abiſhag for his Wife, does 
end ot Talk of his coming to the Throne by the Choice of the people; but he 


eferrs it to God only. lt was God, who had Eſtabliſhed him, end ſet him 


hei the Throne of David, bis Father : 1 Kings 2. 24. And, in his Prayer at 
Sr hs High. place in Gibeon. Thou, ſays he, O Lord, my God, haſt made thy 
7 * ervant King in the room of David, my Father. 1 Kings 3. 7. 

ny And thus, when God reſolv'd to runiſh the Failures of Solomon's Od Age, 
y cutting the Kingdom of his Son Rehoboam ſhort; Abijah the Prophet reilg 
= roboam (not that the Yeople, according to their own Fancy, ſhould, upon 
n eir firſt Diſguſt with Rehoboam, chuſe him, and make him their King; 
mac he tells him.) in the Name of God, I will taky the Kingdom out of the 
? on and of the Son of Solomon; and 1 will give it unto thee, even Ten Tribes 


d 1 will have thee, and thou ſhalt Reign according to All that thy Sou 

ireth, and ſhalt be King over lirael. 1 Xings 16.9 12 And thereſore, tho 

ie People, as of a mutahle Temper, and weary of che moſt Glorious Reis 

the World, were very forward to make Ferobeam their King, We are tol 

s UPSar The cauſt was of the Lord. 1 Kings 12. 24. And therefore, God, by the 
opet Shemajah, forbad Rehoboam to Arm for the Kecovery of thoſe Revol - 


4 Tribes. Aud when Abijam, the — Rehoboam reproaches ſen 
* 1 
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for his Rebellion. He does not Charge him with Rehelling againſt One whom Right 

he People had Elected for their King; Bur, Ought ye not to know, ſays he, ¶ can cc 

that the Tord God of iſrael, gave the Kingd:m of If arte David for ever, even Fa 

to im, and te his Son, by an everlaſting Cov nant. 2 Chron. 13. 5. And again, 

when God de ſign'd to root out the Poſterity of wicked Ahab, Eliſha ſends | 


on- of the Sons of the Prophets to Ramoth Gilead, to Ano'nt Jelus, King of * Wo 
Iſrael. And he had no moe to do, but, upon the Action of Anointing __ 3 © and 


to him, Thus, ſaith the Lord, I have Anointed thee King over Iirael. And 
ftrair his Fellow Commanders, who might have envy'd his Prefermem refer: 
above them; or have been Angry b cauſe he had not asked their Conſent MF ving « 
Prae quite fo got all th ir N.twral Rights and Priviledges, aud immediatehj evi 
rocl1im'd Fehu King. : . | 
This ſole tower of Making and Dethroning Kings, God afſumes to Himſelf, * are 
not on- n Iſ-acl, bu: in all othe Countries: Thus of Old He had promisd . the 
Kings, and Princes, and Captains, to Iſh ael, Eſau, and others, and had WF © Go 
made them part of thoſe Wetlings which He intended to beftow upon them * for 
in proceſs of time. So Iſaiah ſpeaks concerning Cyrus, two Hundred Years beſore She * 
his Birth Cyrus, as my Anointed, not the: Anointed of the People, whoſe Ger 
Right Hand I have helden to ſubdue Nations before Him : I will looſe the Loi * to! 
of Kings before him; I will break in pieces the Gates of Braſs, and cut aſunde © Rig 
the Bars of Iron: I am the Lerd, and there is none elſe ;, there is no God bed: 
Me: That they may know from the riſing of the Sun to the going down of the ſame,” 
that there is none beſide Me : I am the Lord, and th-re is none elſe. Iſa, as. 1. 
2,5, 6 And, tho' Cyrus did not know the God of Iſrael as iuch, nor what the 
Prophet had foretold concerning Him, yet he ſaw more of Truth, by that 
dim J ight he had, than our Atheiſtical Scribblers do. For, in his Edict fot 
the Return of the Cap: ive Fews, and the Rebuilding of their Temple, Tha, 
ſaith Cyrus, King of Perſia, the L'rd God of Heaven hath given me All the King- 
doms uon Earth. Ezra 1. 2. And, ſince Kings are ſomę imes as Senfeleti3 
as their Subjects, and forget tha: all Power is from God, Gol, to Teach 
them better, laid that terrible Judgement upon haughty Nebuchadnezzar, to 
drive him vom among Men, and to mak- him as 2 Beaft, to Conſort with 
B-afts only. that he might Learn that L flon per ectly, That the moſt Hig 
Roleth in the Kingdoms of Men, and giveth them to whom he will. This the 
o'ce from Heaven Eccho'd in his Ears at his Transformation, that he ſhould 
ſuffer till h- was throuz; ly Convin-*d of that Truth: And to ſhow that he 
had not been (haſtized in vain, when he became a Man again he openly con- 
fefſes, * That God's Dominion is an everlaſting Dominion, and tis Kingdon 
is from Generation to Generation; That he does ac:ording to His Will inf 
* the à miss of Heaven, and among the inhabitants upon E+rth. That Hil 
* Wark: were Truth, and his Ways Judgment, and ſuch as Walk in Pride 
* He 5s able ro Abaſe. Dan. 4 20. 33, 34, 35; 36, 37 N 
Now, from all theſe Inftances ! argue, That i f God, without Confulting the 
People, made Moſes, Saul, David, delomon, Je oboam, Baaſha, Fehu, Cyrus, Ne 
chadnezzar, and others, Kings 0; their {everal Kingdoms, and aſſumes this 
Glory to Hiniſelf a one Ant if all theſe Princes, both who knew the tru 
God, and who knew him not, afcrib'd the Glory of their Exaltation only u 
Him: And i! this was the Leflon which God always toak care to imprint up 
on the Minds of all Men, then the — * whom theſe Princes Governd 
did not conter the Royal Power and Authority upon them. But the Fri 
true, and proyv'd by every Inſtance given, and there can be no lnſtance give 
to the contrarys and therefore the Laff is true tog. But to proceed | 
_ 2dly, Let us fee next, what the 5 of the Eabliſtra Churgh of England 
x in this particular, and whether that Church fixes the Original of power in God, 
gr in the People. And here, in the firſt place we are :old, That The Ru 
aud Coverninent of all Eſtates and Deprees of Men is committed to tht 
Charge of our i rinces by God. As 37. There's no mention of the Pei 


ple there, The Church Preaches the ſame DoRine, and aſſerts the 30 
8 J 
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Kight, or Ori inal of Kings in her H»milies, and which none of our Clergy 
SN ———_ Perj ry. * God, ſavs ſhe, not only Ordain'd, that in 
* Families and Houſholds, the Wife ſhould be Ohedient unto her Husband, 


9 


„ 


the Children unto the ir Yaren's, the Servants unto their Maſters; but alſo, 


hn Mankind increaſed, and ſpread themfelves more largely over the 
* World, He, by his Foly Word, did Conſtitute and Ordain in Cities 
and Countries, ſeveral and ſpecial Governors an Rul rs, unto whom the 
Reſidue of the People ſh uld de Obedicnt, Rm. 13 Aft er this the Church 
refers herſelt ro the Doctrine of St. Paul and St. Peter, 1 Pet. 2. and ha- 
— 0608 

ving cited them at lar e, Se infers from their Words, That it is moſt 
* evident, That Kings, Queens, and other Princes are Ordain'.! of God, and 
are to b Obev'd and +onour'd by their Subjects: Thar ſuch Subjztts as 
are Reb-llious and Diſobedient to their Princes, Diſobev God, and procure 
their own Damnation: That the Goveroment of Princes is a Blefling of 
God, given for the Publik Weil, and eſpecially of the Good and Godly; 
* for he Comfort and Cher'ſhing of vhm God ſett th up Frinces. Finally, 
She Teaches, * That if Serv nts ought to Obey their Maſters, not only being 
+ Gen:le, but ſuch as are Froward; as well, and much more, ouzht Subjects 
to be Obedient, not «nly to the Good and Courteous, but alio to Sharp and 
Rigo ous Princes. It comes, therefore, neither of Chance, nor Fortune, nor 
of the Ambit on of Mortal Men, or Women, Climb ng up ot their own Ac- 
* cor! to Dominion, that there are Kings, Quees. Princes, and other Go- 
© vernours over Men, who are their Subjects Bur all Kinzs, Que ns, Princes, 
and other Governours, are eſpecially appointed by the Or 1inance of God. 
and as God Himſelf, being of an Infinite Majeſty, Power, and Wiſdom 

* Ruleth and Governeth all things in Heaven and Earth, as the Univerſal 
* Monarch,and Only King over All, as being able to take and bear the Charge 


XF * of All; ſo hath He Conſtitut d, Ordain* i, and ſer Earthly Princes over 


of all 


| pair Kingdoms and Dominions on Earth, boti: tor the avoidi 
OVer- 


onfuſion, which would be in the Worl-1, if it ſhould be without 
nours, and for the great Quiet and Benc fit of Earthly Men, 
their Subjects; and alſo that the Princes themſelves in Againſt willful 
y Authority, Power, Wiſdom, Prudence, and Righteouineſs Rebellion, Homil.r. 
in the Government of the People, and Countries, com- 
x mitted te their Charge, ſhould reſemble His Heavenly Government fo far as 
Heavenly may be ſhadow'd out by Earthly thinzs Here, then, our Church 
makes neither ment, nor Governours, a Humane Invention, but a Divine 
Inft tut ion; and affures us, That not the People, but God himſelt, who is the 
Centre ot all Power and Sovereigaty, ſets up Princes and Governours, whom, 
and where he liſts, and not as Men plcaſ-, or as the Gi dy Malticude fancy. 
Hence Henry VIII. who gave the firſt Shock to papal Tyrany in theſe King 
doms, in the Commiſſion which he gave for the Reformation of Ecclefiaftical 
Laws , which Work was finiſhed, tho* not Authoriz d, in the Reign of his Son 
Edward VI. tells the Nation, That they, according to all the Laws, both of 
* God and Man, had acknowledz'd him the Only and Supream Head of the 


* Church, immediately under God, and had Unanimouſly declar'd, That all 


Power, both Eccleſiaſtical and Temporal, elong'd, and 
* was given to him and his Succeflors by Divine Right. Ipſo Fure Divino. 
ich none but the Slaves ot Rome then deny'd in ine Vd. Keform. Leg. 
Senſe in which that Prince took it; and none but Papiſts Ecclef. 
and their Confederates now oppole , nor is there any more 
direct way for the Re-admiſhon of POPERY into theſe Kingdoms, than to 
eny the >upremacy ot our Priaces, as the Scotch Preshyterians do: And the 
vine Right of Sovereignty as our Sectaries and Atheiſts do in England. 
That Co vocation which fat in the Year 1640, which was the firſt that ever 
made a Canon particularly to prevent the Growth of POPERY and 80. 
INL4NISM, thoſe Poiſonous Weeds which now flouriſh ſo much in our 


gliſb Soil, took care, in the firſt place, to Order all the Beneficed Clergy 
c 


— 
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to declare, on ſome Lord's Day, four times every Year, Audibly to 
their Congre-ations, That the moſt High and Sacred Order of Diew & 
* Kings is of Divine Righr, being the Ordigance of God Himſelf, founded in f the Pe 
© the Prime Laws of Nature, and clearly Eſtabliſh'd by Expreſs Texts, both n 
* of the Old and New-Teftament. A ſupream Power is Her 

Of the Regal * { a» to this moſt Excellent Order by God Himſelf in * nn} 
power. Cant. 1. * Scripture; which is, That Kings ſhould Rule and Com- "ANNE 
mand in their ſeveral Dominions, all Perſons of what Prayer | 


an 00 - - 1 4" > 0 eerie Io. x el —— 


* Rank or Eftate ſoever, whether Eceleſiaſtical or Civil. and that they ſhould Expreſſ 
* Reftrain and Puniſh with the Temporal Sword, all Stubborn and Wicked * 
Men: All which, tho' theſe Canons were quarrel'd with, becauſe of fome Church 
ſuppos'd Irregularity in the paſſing of them, is no more than what every one, Agair 
who has any Acquaintance with, or Reverence for the Written Word of God, this De 
knows very well to be agreeable to it. And hence it was that the Glorious 6 oreat 
Martyr of this Day. when he was before thoſe Execrable Wretches, who dhe k 


Compos'd that which they call'd The High- Court of Fuſtice, declin'd their 0 
Authority, and told then like 2 Kind * I ſhall not betray - 1. 
Nelſon's Jour- my Truſt: 1 have a Truit Committed to Me by God, by back 


them to Pray to frequently for him. And, indeed, the Forms of Prayer in 
that Limrgy are ſuch, That none can joyn heartily with them, but they muſt 
abhor this Principle ; That Princes derive their Power from the People, a 
it's Maintain'd, either by Heret;cal Papiſts, Fanatical Schiſmaticks, or Broviſh 
Libertines and Atheiſts. 

In our Liturgy, the Collect at Morning and Evening Prayer for the ene 
Majeſty, Teaches us, to Stile God, dur Heavenly Father, King of Kings, 
ford / Zords, the only Ruler of Princes. And certainly, if God be the only 

Ruler of Princes, then Princes cannot be accountable to any but Him. For 

Nature Teaches us to be ſubjeEt, not to thoſe whom we Govern, which would 
be a Contradiction in Terms, but to be ſubject to ſuch as Govern us: And 
they who forget this, take very little heed to their Devotions. Again, when 
we come to the moſt Sacred Ordinance of the Zord*s ſupper, when we 
ought ro ſet the ſevereſt Guard both upon our Hearts and Lips. We there beg 
of God, That He would ſo Rule the Heart of his choſen Servant (not Ours) 
F ANNE, our Queen and Governour, that She knowing whoſe Miniſter She 
is, 1. e. That She is the Miniſter ot God, not the Miniſter or Truſtee of the 
People may above all things, ſeek Gods Henour and Glory: Without which 
Care Her overnment can never be Happy or Bleſt. And that we, and all 
Her Subjects, duly conſidering whoſe Authority She hath, may faithfully” 
© Serve, Honour, and humbly Obey Her in God, and for God, according ta 
His blefſed Word and Ordinance, But now, if the Sovereign's Authority 
be deriv'd from the People, that Contideration is not apt to Teach us Fide- 
liry and Obedience, but infolence and Stubbornneſs; to Treat our Queen on- 
ly as the Creature of the People; co Threaten Her with the Original Machine 
of Power; to call Her to an Account for every Frailty of Humane Nature; 
and for every unhappy Event, tho of the beſt laid Deæſigus, and of the mol 
| | | prudent 


| 
1 
| nal page 35. Old and Lawful Deſcent : I will not betray it to anſwer to % Auth 
| © a New Unlawful Authority. And it may be there were © Peop 
few then Living, who knew better what the Laws of God, and of this Na- Servic 
| tion requir'd, than that Pious Prince. well-? 
| Let us now look into our Publick Liturgy, which is part of che Statute. for th 
| Law of this Kingdom, and ſee how that Teaches us to expreſs our ſelves in * God 
| our ſolemn Addreſſes to Almighty God; and in that,certainly our Sovereign, 4 yan! 
| with the Three Eſtates of this Realm, in Parliament Aſſembled, would not God 
| Teach us to Banter our Maker, or tio make Acknowledgments before the pack 
| Great Judge of all the World, contrary to the Laws of Nature, as they are Gre 
F call d; and the Juſt Rights and Liberties of the People of England. The have 
| Bleſſed Martyr ef this Day, in his admirable Meditations, obſerves, That Barb: 
* One Great Pique his Enemies had againſt our Liturgy was, That it Taught Blood 
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prudent Counſels. To let Her know that She's upon Her good Behaviour, 
and when Sovereign Creatures pleaſe, muſt lay by Her | 
Dies & Mon Droit and take up, By the Will and Command Yolente Fubente 
of the People of England. And this is what our Factions Poprlo Angli- 
and Atheiſtical Scribblers would fain be at, when they de- cans, 

ny Her Hereditary Right; and make all Her Power to 

riſe only from the Conſent of the People. In the next Collect we Pray for 
ANNE, God's Servant, not Ours; but Our Qucen and Gavernaur: And in the 
Prayer tor the Church Militant, it is ANNE, Thy ſervant, not Ours: All which 
Expreſſions would be abominably Prophane, and Impudent, if our Queen be 
the Servant of the People, and the People be the real Sovereign both of 
Church and Stare. | | 

Again, in the laſt CoVeR, in the old Common Prayer Rooks, for the Service of 
this Day, we are taught to Thank God that,. — * The' for our many and 
© great Provocations, he did ſuffer his Anointed to fall this Diy into 
© the Hands ot Violent and Blood-thirfty Men, and Bar barouſlv to be Mur- 
* der'd by them, yet he did not leave us as Sheep without a Shepherd, bur 
did preſerve our moſt Gracious Sovereign Charles LI. and did bring him 
back to Sit in Peace upon the Throne of his Father, and to Exercife that 
Authority over us, which, of his ſpecial Grace He, i e. God; not We, i.e. the 
People, had Committed to him. And over and over we are taught in that 
Service to call our Martyr'd Monarch, God's Anointed : A Title which onr 
well-Temper'd 3 and Atheiſts ſo heartily Ridicule. In the Office 
for the Thankſgiving, May the 29th, in the firft Collect, We Promiſe in 
* God, and for God, all Loyal and Dutiſul Allegiance to his Anvinted Ser- 
vant Charles LI. and his Heirs after him. In the next Collect, we Bleſs 
God, For that he did on that Day firſt bring into the World, ꝛnd then bring 
back and reſtore to us, and to his own Juſt and Undoubred Riehes, our moſt 
* Gracious Sovereign Lord his Servant King Charles. But what Rights could he 
have of his ewn, whole Father had been Dethron'd, Impriſon'd, Try'd, and 
Barbarouſly Murder'd, and himſelf Profcrib'd, and Hunted after by the ſame 
Blood-Hownds, to the utmoſt Hazard of his Life? And ro own whoſe Here- 
ditary Right to the Engliſh Crown, was mide Treaſon by the prevailing Re- 
bels? Again, at the end of the Lirany, * We acknowledge GoT's eſpecial 
Grace, by which he brought Home to us his Servant King Charles, our So- 
, vereign, that He, not We, plac'd him on the Throne of this Kingdom. And 
in the laft Collect for that ay, we beg, That God would receive our 
Humble Prayers, with our Thankſgivings, for our Sovereign Lord charles, 
* ſet over us, Not by owr ſelves, but by his Grace and Providence to be our 

King. Thus our Church, in her Publick Devotions, teaches us, to Recognize 
the Authority of our Kings and Queens, not as deriv'd from the Veople, 
* bur as deriv'd from Heaven; and _ muſt be precious Sons of the Church 
of England, who can join in all theſe Prayers ro God with their Lips, and 
yet in their Hearts deny every Word they ſpeak. 

Well, bur it may be theſe were Doctrines and Devotions current only 
when High- church prevail'd, and when the preſent Violent Humour of Modera« 
tion was not ſo much Admir'd; but now that our Fatious Avbeifts have 
Bleſs'd the Nation with their New Volitick Schemes of Government, ind have 
made the People, not the Prince, our Right ul Severeign, Our B ſhops ma 
have Learn'd better — and may have Modell'd the Service of theſe 
Red-Lerter'd-Days, according to the Admirable Rules of Mariana, Buchana 
Helloman, Milton, Sidney, Lock, Toland, Tutchin, and other New Lights 
theſe later Ages. No, our Church Governours, dull as they are, are not 
yet ſo far Edify'd; 2 great deal of that High- church Leaven, i. e of Gene- 
rous · Piety and Honeſty, appears ſtill in their Publick Compoſitions. Hence 
in the preſent Hymn for this Days they apply thoſe Words to the Caſe of 
our Martyr'd Sovereign.“ The People ftood up, and he Rulers took Coun- 
+ {el together againſt the Lord, and againſt his Anoinced ; and * The Prov 
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* of our Noftrils, the Anointed of the Lord was taken in their Nets; even aprt 
 * the Man of God's Right Hand, the Man whom he had made ſo ftrans ta “ by Vi 
* himſelf. In the Servic» for the 29th of May, we call Her preſent Maj ſty, Ne- y 


not the Peoples, but God. Anointed ſet over us; and in the Form of Thank/- I) us y 
giving tor Her Majefties Acceſs to the Throne, March the 8th, * We vield * p: 
our Unfeigned Thanks to zod, for that he was pleas'd, as on this Day « 

* to place his Servant our Sovereign Lady, Queen Anne, upon the Throne of eg us 
* theſe Kinedoms. And again, * We Pray and give Thanks for our Sove- 8 Pe 
* reign Lady Arne, as on this Day ſet over us, n»t by or own, but by his W *her 
* Gracs and Provid 40 5 


and ex 
ſo hath 
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ence, to be our _ Again, we own him, Our moſt 
© Gracious God, who has ſet his Servant Anne, our Queen, upon the 
Throne of her Anceſtors. Which looks very like Acknowiedging her Right 
by Succe ſſion; and which thoſe who deny, doubtleſs have ſome other N. arer 
eir in their Eye, tho' they are ſo loud in their Outeries againſt Facobites, 
as the Thief is ready to cry, for Thief firſt 
Farther yet, We acknowledge, with Humble and Thankful Hearts, God's 
* great Goodneſs to us in ſetting his Servant, and our moſt Grac ous Queen, Kin 
over this Church and Nation. And now, are not thoſe well ſtock'd with G04 
Confidence, who, after all this, can talk of nothing but Our Soveriegn Lords. Kine 7 
the People: Who will alter the Royal Stile from Anne, by the Grace of God, to a | 
Anne. by the Grace and Favour of the People, _ of England? Why don't . 
they oblige our Governours, not to Thank God for raiſing our Queen to the » of El 
Throne of her Anceſtors; but if they will take any Norice of him in ſuch a of 7 
weighty Affair, to Thank him for putting it into their Heads to make ſo good ea p 


a Choice for themſelves, tho* it may be by following their Im ginary Laws « by ul 
of Nature, —— they could have done as well without him? Such s Neſci 
Prayers would beſt ſuit with ſuch Subjects, and ſuch Chriſtians; and they YM, the 
ſhould Pray yer farther, agreeably to their Principles, * T hat God woul + the 1 
2 — it into der Majeſties Mind, That, as ſhe has receiv'd her nn an Fan 
from the People, ſo ſhe's accountable to them again for the Uſe of it; an 


that ſhe's Queen ſo long as ſhe behaves herſelf well, and may be laid aſide 0 roms 
* as ſoon as ever the Humour takes her Maſters, and they have a Mind to Men 
* another Prince, or another Government. | : to hi 

295 But, whatever God's Word, and our own Publ ick Forms of Prayer God 
and Homilies, or Articles may ſay, we are to remember, accord ing to ſome 


Modern Inſtrutt ions given us by One, who is a great Honour to our New, ,_ : 
Academies ; Not that we are Chriſtians, but that we are Engliſhmen, tha“ I © Peox 
fear ſuch Subtle Diſtinguiſhers have forgotten that they are either. Hence Pow 
it Is, that we muſt not Concern our ſelves with what God ſays, or what the the 
Church fays, but what the Law ſais. Well then, we'll join Iſſue wich them i King 
there too, and it may be we ſhall find that Law favours their Seditious Noti- peo 
on no more than Goſpel. If we caſt our Eyes upon the Civil Law, we find * Tab 
Juſtinian, in the Front both of the Digeſts and No- And 1 

Deo Auctore naſtrum vels, aflert:, That It was God who had laid the care Kin 
Gubernante Emporium of the Roman Empire u pon him. And yet every one js tt 
od Nobis a Celeſti who knows any thing, knows that the Roman Em- Thus 


jeſtate traditum eft. pire was not Hereditary,bur Elective: And I remem- 
Prefat.adTribomanum. ber tat Valentinian the Firſt, long before that, be- 
ing Choten Emperor by the Army, not without tome 
Reluctance on his ſide, when the fame Army would have had him prei. ntly 
Nominate a Ceſar, as a kind ot Aſſiſtant to himſelt in the Government of that 
vaſt Empire; Yalentinian preſently Reprimands the Saucineſs of the Propoſal, 
and tells them, That ic had been in their Power, indeed, whether they 
would have Choſen him ort; but now, e would have them to know, 
© that he was their Emperor, and it belong'd to him, and not to them to take 
Care of ſuch Matters. Which wouid have been a very odd Complem 
if Yalentinian had b-licv'd that be had icceiv'd his Imperial 'ower trum 


them, when they never had any ſuch Power themielves, and theretore could 
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fer no ſuch Power upon him; what they did, was no more than what 2 
S mmon-Hall does in this City, where they Chuſe a Lord-Mayor, indeed, 
y Majority of Votes, but he receives no Power from that Choice, nor can 

e, by Virtue of it, do any Act belonging to the Office; Bur he Actz 
y Virtue of thoſe Charters granted by the Sovereigns who allowed and 
limitted his Power at their own Pleaſure, 

The Particular 1 aws of this Nation, of which Iremember Sir Edward Cook 
ſays, * They are founded upon the Word of God; and the higheſt Reaſon, 
reach us a very different Leſſon from that, of All power being Originally 
in the People. Thus a real Parliament derermin'd of O!d, * That by ſundry 

Auchentick Hiſtories and Chronicles it is manifeſtly deelar'd 

and expre's'd, Ther this Realm of England is an Empire, and 24 Henr. 

ſo hath been accepted in the World, Govern'd by one Supream 8 vi. C. 12. 

Head and King, having Dignity and Royal Eſtate of the 

Imperial Crown of the fame. But he cannot be that Supream Head and 


Kine who derives his Authority from, and is accountable to, any Other 


Power within his Government, or who has any in his Kingdom Co-ordinate 
with himſelf, Again, another Parllament deelares to the ſame 

Kir, This Your Graces Realm, Recognizes no Superior under 25 Henr. 
God, but only your Grace. The Firſt Parliament call d by 8 vi. C. 21. 
King James the Firſt, deſire that it — be Enacted, That 

* they being bounden thereto, both by the Laws of God and Man, 1— 
e nize and Acknowledge, that immediately upon the Diſſolution and Decea 

% of Elizabeth, late Queen of England, the lmperiil Crown of the Realm 
* of England did, by Inherent Birth-Right, and Lawtul, and Undoubt- 
ed Poſfeſſion, deſcend, and come to your moſt Excellent Majeſty, and that 
© hy the Goodneſs of A'mighty God, and Lawful Right of | 

4 Deſcent, under One Imperial Crown, your Majefty is of 1 Jacob. iſt. 
" the Kin*doms (t Enyland, Scotland, France and Ireland, 

the moſt Potent and Mighty King. Agreeably to which, we are told 

an Eminem: Lawyer, * That the King is the Head of the Common-weal 
immediately under God, ant above All Perſons, and in All Cauſes; and 
* becauſe he Repreſents the Perſon of GOD, and bears His Image among 
© Men, therefore the Law in like manner aſcribes 

to him a Shadow of thoſe Excellencies which are in Finch. Lib. 2. Del. 
God; Of which he reckons up ſeveral. Nor Ley. C. H. 1. Rex quiz 
* could he be immediately under God, and above Vicarius eft Summi Regis 
* all other Perſons in his own Dominions, if the ad hoc eſt Conftirutus , 
* People, in whatſoever Senſe underſtood, had any ut Regnum, terrenum 
power over him. If we look firther back, even regit Lombard 

* the Laws of Edward the Confeſor, tells us, The Braclen Fol. 142. 
King, becauſe he is GOD's Vicegerent, not the 
Peoples, was Conftirured to this End, That he might Govern his Earthly 
* Tabernacle, and Reverence and Defend his Chureh. 

And Bractea, an Antient Author tells us. That the Exercere deber Rex 
King ought ro Exercije the Power of the Law, as he pateſtatem jaris, ſi- 
is the Vicegerent and Miniſter of God upon Earth. cut Dei vicarius & 
Thus we ſee that the Laws of the Nation, and our Miniſter in terris. 
| Lawyers, had no Notion of the Original of Bra. Fol. 95. 

ower being in the People, bur they all ſuppoſe it 
deriv'd from GOD alone. 

Bur the Law tells us, That The High-Court of Parliament, in which all our 
Statutes are drawn up, and receive their Sauction, conſiſts of Three Efictes ; 
which Three Eftates, our Atheiſtical Scribbler: and Penny Polititiens Impu- 
dently tell us, are The King of Queen, The Howſe of Lords, and The H 


* 
of Commons. From whence, if it were true, it would follow, that the Gre, 
ree 


rde and Commons, ſtand all upon one Level, and if any One of theſe 
Eſtates ſhould offer to Encroach upon either of the Other the Other Two 


might AQ in Confederacy, and rip the Firft of all their Fower, and divide 


* 


S 
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it between themſelves; and if the Queen, Lords and Commons, as the Three 
Eſtates of this Kingdom, are really Co-ordinate, or upon the Level with ons 
another, the Conſequence may be Reaſonable enough, 

Vid. Grand Caſe But now, Unhappily for our rang Polititiang, 
by Stillingfl. Biſhops here too our Statutes are wholly Strangers to this 
Rights defended by matter; where-ever they mention the Three Eſtates, 
Mr. Hunt, they call them the Lords $ piritual, the Lords Temporal, 

and the Commons, and they diſtinguiſh theſe Three 
Eftates from the King, as the Head and Ruler over them All, and ſo they 
do in all the Kingdoms in Chriſtendom, of which it were eaſie to give Nume- 
rous Inſtances, if a Single Sermon could contain them. ' 

I need look no farther at preſent than the Office for the Fifth of November 
which is a part of our Statute-Law, an the very Title of it is, A Form o 
Prayer, with Thankſgiving, for the Happy Deliverance of King James the 
* Firft, and the Three Eſtates of this Realm, from the moſt Traicerous and 
Bloody intended Maſſacre by Gunpowder. Again, in the Collect for the 
Day inthe Communion-Service, * We acknowledge God's Wiſdom,Power and 

Goodneſs, in Preſerving the ning and the Three Eftates of this Realm from 
* the Deftrution that Day intended againſt them In both which places the 
King and the Three Eftates are plainly diſtinguiſh'd One from another; and 
if our Law had ſuppos d the King One of the Three Eftates, it had, in theſe 
Paſſages, ipoken of them in ſuch Terms as never Men in their Wits had ſpo- 
Ken in ſuch a Caſe before : Nor could ever Men Talk, ſuch Nonſenſe as eur 
Two Houſes do when they call themielves, Her Majefties moſt Dutiful and, 
Obedient Subjects, if, at the ſame time, they Fancy themſelves Co-ordinate 
with Her, and to be the Perſons from whom She receives all Her Authorit 
But the Act for the Obſervation of ti. is Day, has put this Matter out + 
pre with all but Beauteftus and Traitor, when it Declares and Enacts 
*Thai by che Undoubted Fundamental Laws of this Kingdom, neither the 
Peers of this Realm, nor the Commons, nor both together in Parliament, 
or out of Parliament, nor the People Collect ively or Repreſentatively, or any 

other Terſons whatſoever, had, hath, or ought to have, An) Coercive power over 
= the Perſons of the Kings of this Realm. Now lay but this Statute 
25 Edw. 3. with that of Treaſons, in which we are told, That to Levy War 
C. 2. againſt cur n Lord, the King, in his Realm, or to be 
& * Adherent to the Kings Enemies in bis Realm, giving them 
© Aid or Comfort in the Rea Im, or elſewhere; to imagine or go about ty 
* compaſs his Dc ath, or his Reſt: aint, or Impriſonment, is T reaſon : Which Sir 
© Edward Cook aſſurts us too, was High Treaſon by Common Law before. Lay 
theit Statutes together, and from them it will follow. That all thoſe who too 
up Arms againſt Charles the Firſt, our late Martyr'd Soveraign, who Fought 
againſt him in open Fie Id who Seiz'd him, who mpriſon' d him, who Murder'd 
him, were Traitors by the Fundamental Laws of this Kingdom ; of which 
both King and People were fo very Senſible upon the Reftauration, that to 
Quic« all tears arif ng from any Gu'lr ot that Nature, the Two Houtes were very 
ready to draw up, and the King graciouſly carneſt to paſs the Act of Indemnity, 

Hence both our Church and State have fixt theſe ſevere Charatters upon the 
Murdcrers ot the Royal Martyr, and he Afliftants to, and Abettors of that hors 
rid Action. The Tide of the Service for this Day, and the Service it ſelf, which 
is part ot out Statute Law, call cizexm. * Cru I and Unreaſonable Men, Cruel 
* and Bloody Men, Murderers, Violent and B o0d-thirfty Men, Barbarous Mur- 
* derers, Bloody Enemies, Cruel Men, Sons oi Beli, Violent and Ins racioniy 
* Wicked Men The Statute calls hem, A Parry oi Wretched Men, — 
* perately Wicked, and hardned in their lm piety, who plotted and contriv 
the Ruin and Deſtiuction uf this t xcellent · onarchy, add with u, the trus, 
Proteſtant Religion which had been long protccted wy u, and flour ſhed un 
* der it. And is not this che Character or admuravieVrotettancs and v<ry loyal 
0 . Aga. n, lays the Stauue, | hey were Men ot pernicious and traigerous 
: ns, who threw down all che Bulwarks and Fences of Law. and inbyert; 
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ed th= very Reing and Conſtitution of Parliaments, and were not ſuch Men 
excellent Patriots, and great Friends of Engliſh Liberrics and Properties? 
Again, * They were ſuch, as under the Name and Authority of Parliament, 
Proſecuted and Finiſh'd th-ir long intended Treaſon and Conſpiracy ; their 
High- Court of ſuftice was 2 prodigious and unheard of Tribunal; and they 
* brought his Sacred — — to a Scaffold, and there Murder'd him before 
the Gates of his ow" Palace. The ſame Statute adds, By this Horrid Acti- 
on, the Proteſtant — has receiv*d the greateſt Wound and Reproach, 
and the People of Eugland the mott inſupportable Sh ame and Infamy that 
it was poſſible for the Fnemies of God and the King to bring upon them. They 
C were 2 few Miſcreants.fill'd with Fanatick Rage, as far from being true P 
© reſtants, as from being tru= Subjects. It was an impious Fact, an execrable 
Murder, and an unparallel'd Treaſon, a villanous and abeminable Fact, com- 
$ mitted by Cru land Unreaſonable Men. And for thoſe who n:gleQ to keep 
this Day as a Day of ſolemn Faſting and Humiliation, they are by the ſame 
Authority Cenſur'd as“ In:ringers of the Law, and Prophane Perſons, who wil- 
* fully ſhut their Eyes both againſt the Judgments and the Mercies of Almigh- 
ry God. A Cenſure always to be remembered. | | 
Now all this, if it be Railing, as ſome ſoft Heads will be very apt to call it, 
its the Railing of one of the Freeft, Fulleft, and Happieſt liaments 
that ever this Nation was Bleſſed with. They were r Convinc'd 
of :the Nation's Guik, of the Terror of Gods Judgments, and the Bleffings 
of chat wonder ful Revolution, by which the Ancient Government of our 
Church and State were graciouſly reftor'd, and they were deſirous to — 
mate Gods Mercies to themſelves and us by Solemn and Sincere Humilia- 
tion and Repenrance, particularly for that Enormous Sin committ d on this 
Day. The Sin was founded upon that Principle, which 1 have hitherto Ar- 
goed againſt, viz. That all Power is Originally in the People. And upon the 
whole we find That all thoſe who now Maintzin, and are read! to Act upon 
hat Principle, are Enemies to the Fundamental Laws of this Kingdom, and 
* to our common Religion and Liberties; that they are Enemies to our Efta- 
© Miſh'd Doctrines and Forms of Divine Publick Service: And to conclude, 
That they are Open and Profefs'd Enemies to the Reveal'd Word of God, 
+ znd to God Himſelf. 35. e. As 1 aſſerted at firft, all ſuch as Underſtand, 
and aſſert that Principle, * Thar all Power is Originally in the People, «re, 
y muſ# be Papiſts in Maſquerade, or elſe down-right Rebels, Traitors, 
— — — * 5 
That our Parliaments e taken them for no herter, appears by thoſe 
Services appointed by Statute for the Fifth of November, and for the Twen- 
83 of May ; in both which, tho' the firſt has a 1 Reſpect ro 
iſts, and the other to Fanaticks, we are directed to Pray, that che Prince 
e and Conſequently our preſent Gracious Queen, 3 | 
* May have Her Hands fo ſtrengthened by God with Taft Colle? after 
z - 1g and Juſtice, that She may cut off all ſuch che Ziteny. 
Workers of Iniquiry as turn Religion into Rebellion, and 'Zaff collect in 
* Faich into Fzttion, char they may never again prevail Communion ſervice 
* Sgainft us; nor Triumph in the Ruin of the Monarch, | 
Sor of God*s Church amene us. Where we fee, That the Wiſdem of che 
Nation looked upon ſuch Papiſts as could with well ro the Powde*-Treaſan, + 
and ſuch Proteſtanrs as could think well of the Horrid Murder of charles the 
Mareyr, of Glorious Memory, as Perſons either of the fame Refizion, or of 
none at all Aud fince ſome ba iſts have Sainted ſome of the Powder Trai- 
ie and ſome Proteſtants have Sainted the Murderers of our Le 
Covereięn; ſince few or no Papiſts keep 2 ſolemn Thankſgiving wich us on 
the Flich of November ; an ſome of them rejoyc'd at che Barbarous Mar- 
der of chat Pius Prince, as one of the — Enemies of Vopery in the 
eric; oe Few or None of our ſeparatifts keep a ſolemn Faſt, as by 7 
Commanded, en he Thirtieth of Fanuary; and we know Ds. Owen: * 
fome of chem have kept « ſolemn Faſt vn the Fifth ot 
' November 
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ovember, and that ſome of them, in ſpite to the Supream Author 
this Nation, do keep an Impions Feaſt on the 32th. of Fan. 
this very Day. I can find no Re ſon why ſuch Papiſts ag; 
Calves - Head fuch Separatiſts ſhould not bi joyned together, as Perſons 
Men, the ſame, both Politick and Religious Principles: Or, 4 
Sampſon*s Foxes, ty'd by the Tails to one another, with Fire 
Brands between them, to Burn, Ruin, and Deſtroy the Peace of every Natio 
mop Live in when they have an Opportunity. | 
ew Numerons and how Heavy Gods Jud 'ments have been upon theſe 
Nations for that Execrable Murder this Day Committed upon the Perſon « 
our Late Gracious Sovereign, we cannot bur Sce and Know, unleſs we a 
wholly Stupify'd and Deſerted 2 We mar fay, perhaps, as too many do, Tha 
they were our Fathers, and not We, who were Guilty of this black Sin, and 
they have receiv'd their Doom already; and why ſhould we trouble ou 
ſelves to Faſt and Humble our felves for that Act ion, How Impious toever if 
were, which we had no Hand in? But do not the ſame Princip es ſtill Juſti 
fy'd, infer the ſame Guilt ſtill ? Has not God told us, That He Viſits ch 
© Iniquities of the Fathers upon the Children, even to the Third and Fourth 
Generation of them that date Him? What do theſe do leſs, who Main.aig 
this Helliſh and Atheiſtical Vrinciple? Do not thoſe who call rh+1n/elveg 
Fus, confeſs, That they ſuffer ſtill for the Sin of the Golden Cult; tha 
there's ſome of the Duſt of that Calf in every Bitter Cup which God gives 
them to Drink of to this Day; and that they ought till ro Morn tor that Sin 
of their Fore-Fathers? Do not we, our ſelves, See and Know how they have 
ſuffer'd, for ma y Generatiors, for the Murder of their 2 and becauſe 
they Hate him fin! And are not thoſe ready to Murder the next Prince 
who may fall into their Hands, who can Juſtify, or go abnut to Ex enuate they 
Murder of One before? Who fill Maintain the fame Principle, upon which 
he was Mur1er'd, and who Hate all Mongrchs, and all ion, and cha 
Cod who Founded them? 
For my part, | believe, that That 3lefſed Martyr's Blood cries 2 loud for 
Vengeance fill. Iam ſure, that as our Church expreſſes it, Nothing but 
* the precious Blood of the Son of God can expiate the Shedding ot the 
Innocent Blood of that Pious Prince. em ſure, chat hap who do not Faſt 
for, or Repent ſeriouſly of that horrid Sin, the Guilt of which lies till ſo 
heavy upon this Miſerable Nation, can Never Receive any Benefit by chat 
recious Expiatory Blood af the Son of God. I'm ſure, that thote who 
uſtify the Sin, or the Principle, upon which it was Committed, cannot be 
enitents: And I'm ſure, that till they are Penitents, Gods Judgments will 
& ys Proſecute them and rhe'r Poſterity. | 
As for Us, who are here met to:ether in the Fear of God, and in Obe- 
dience to the Law, to Humble cur Lou's before Almighty God for the ery- 
ing Sin of this Day, tho' I know there are ſeveral among Us, who com- with 
very Different lntentions: As for Us, That We may avert God's Terrible 
Jud ments from our own Heads. Let us earneſtly ©* Be vech that Gd, to 
whom Vengeance belongeth, that He would be Favourable £* Gracious } 
6 * our Sion. Be Merciful, O Lord, be Merciful unto Thy People, whom 
Thou haſt Redeem'd, and lay not this Innocent glood to our Charge O 
* ſhar not up our Souls with Sinners; nor ot Lives with the Blood- | hirfty, | 
+ Deliver us from Blood-Guiltineſs, © Lord, Thou who art the God of our | 
Salvation. For Thou baft ro ealure in Wickedneſs : Thou wilt — 
0 groom who ſpeak Lies: Thou abhorreſt the Blood-Thirity, and Deceitff | 
R But O pardon 1 5 Sinful, Thy Unworthy Servants, who now 
* Heartily Implore Thy Mercy. Deiuver th s wiagle Nation from the din of 
, — uiltineſs, That of this Day in porticular; and mn trom us, and 


6 our Poſterity, all thoic Judgmena, which, for this, and, al} other Sins, 

* we have moſt Rightcouſly Deſcrv'd, for che lake of Jeſus SW 

aud our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen + 
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